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retaining in office, or by reappointing, a number of espe-
cially efficient and meritorious officers now in the national
service, as Mr, Cleveland did in the case of the postmaster
of New York City. This would be in the line of the principles
of civil-service reform which have always found in Mr. Mc-
Kinley a faithful and efficient defender in Congress. I am
sure such action would be very highly appreciated by the
enlightened opinion of the country and greatly strengthen him
in public confidence."

This letter exhibits the spirit by which all the relations
of Mr. Schurz to the new President were guided. Only in
civil-service reform was there common ground, and it could
hardly be hoped that the demands of the extreme reformer
would be satisfied by McKinley's unaggressive temper where
the sturdy and stiff-backed Cleveland had failed. In his last
year Cleveland did indeed win something like unqualified ap-
proval by a sweeping extension of the classified service and
by important applications of reform principles in other re-
spects. Probably Mr. Schurz's most sanguine hope was that
McEonley might be deterred from undoing what had been ac-
tually accomplished. The early months of the new administra-
tion afforded much opportunity for Mr. Schurz to preach his
favorite doctrines to the President. Copious correspondence
and two personal interviews contributed to fortify Mr. Mc-
Kinley's good purposes against what he confessed was a tre-
mendous pressure by the spoilsmen, and late in July, 1897, his
favor to the reform was signalized by an executive order
greatly restricting removals on political grounds.

The cordial relations of the two men continued, however,
to be limited to this single aspect of public policy. In Octo-
ber, 1897, the President ventured to ask Schurz to aid theews when
